January 9, 2010

In this issue of our Newsletter:

Top 10 Myths About Root Canals

People seem to cringe when they hear the words root canal. | know that | used to. But reading the truth
about these 10 root canal myths can help you get a better sense of what having aroot canal realy isall
about.

1. Root Canals Hurt

According to the American Association of Endodontists, the perception of root canals being painful began
decades ago when root canal treatments were painful. Today, with modern technology and better
anesthetics, root canal treatments are no more painful than having afilling. Knowing what to expect while
having aroot canal can help ease alot of anxiety.

2. Root Canals Require alot of Visitsto the Dentist
With today&€E™ s cutting edge technology, most root canals can be performed in one or two office visits.

3. Crowns Cause Teeth to Need Root Canals

Many people believe that having a crown on atooth means that the tooth will eventually need aroot canal.
Crowns do not cause the need for root canal therapy. If acrowned tooth does require aroot canal, it could
be that the tooth has abscessed or that decay has gotten underneath the crown and reached the pulp of the
tooth.
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4. Root Canals Cause IlIness
Thereis no evidence to support that root canals cause illness. However, there is evidence to support the fact

that people who have had root canals are no more at risk for developing illness than people who have never
had root canals.

5. Root Canals I nvolve Removing the Roots of the Tooth

When the dentist or endodontist performs aroot canal treatment, he or she remove the pulp from inside of
the tooth. The roots of the tooth are not removed.

6. Pregnant Women Can't Have Root Canals

Pregnant women can and do have root canals. Having aroot canal does require asmall x-ray, but the
radiation exposure is very minimal and the x-ray isaimed at the mouth, not the abdomen area. If you are
pregnant and your dentist needsto give you an x-ray, he will use alead apron to cover your belly. The
anesthetics that dentists use are also safe for pregnant women.Be sure to let your dentist know beforehand
if you are pregnant.



7. Even With A Root Canal, The Tooth Will ComeOut Eventually
If you have your tooth properly restored, maintain good oral hygiene and visit your dentist for regular
checkups, your natural tooth could last for the rest of your life.

8. If the Tooth Doesn't Hurt, Thereis no Need for a Root Canal

While a throbbing toothache usually resultsin the need for root canal treatment, many times atooth can
require root canal treatment when there is no pain present. Dentists and endodontists are specially trained to
test atooth to seeif the pulp has been infected or damaged. If thisis the case, aroot canal would be
necessary to save the tooth.

9. Pulling the Tooth is Better than Getting a Root Canal

Keeping your natural teeth for aslong as possibleis very important for proper eating and chewing
functions. There are several options available for missing teeth, such as dentures, partial dentures, dental
implants and fixed dental bridges, however, these alternatives can be much more expensive than saving
your tooth with aroot canal treatment.

10. After Having a Root Canal, My Tooth is Completely Restored

After having aroot canal, it is extremely important to make a follow-up appointment with your dentist to
have the tooth permanently restored. After the pulp of the tooth has been removed, the tooth can become
very dry and brittle. Having a permanent restoration will help protect your tooth from fracturing.

By: Tammy Davenport
For Your Better Dental Health:
Dr. Petrosky & Staff
REFERRAL APPRECIATION PROGRAM
REFERRED BY: NAME OF NEW PATIENT: DATE ISSUED: 01-09-2010

In appreciation for referring family & friends.....you’ll receive $20.00 each toward future
care as an extra.

“Thank You” for your trust & confidence in us. Dr.Petrosky
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Lifetime Whitening!
= Offer valid on bleach refill: only
= Does not inchude indtial whitening appoiniment
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$ 50.00 OFF

Any Dental Procedure

Cleaning = Fxanw = X-Rayz » Fllings = Whitening= Crouns =
Venwers » Bridges = Denhuress Lanninesrs » Inplanie

DUE TO INSURANCE RECULATIONS, COUPON CAN
ONLY BE USED FOR NON-INSURED PROCEDUTRES
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$100.00 OFF
Laser Periodontal Therapy™...

using the “FD A cleared™ Periolase-L AINAP™
for moderate to advanced periodontal disease
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Walid for vewr and exdetivg patierts with copor. Ho cashorabae. One
COUpI XL peT patiert per wisk.

New Patient Welcoming Offer
$80.00 (Reg 5250

Includes: Exam, Cleaning, BW X-rays, Perio
(Gum) Exam, Velscope Oral Cancer Screening
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